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In loving memory

Wendy van Kesteren

Who battled Myotonic Dystrophy



Leading In Rare Diseases
Top companies and institutes making 
important strides in developing crucial 
treatments for rare diseases.
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Leiden Bio Science Park en partners



Contribution to City of Leiden

2014 –2022 Cost–Benefit Analysis
9 year period

Total Costs Municipality**
34,8 millionEuro

Index of Employment2010-2022, 2010= 100
Direct & indirect Jobs in 2022: 25.100***

Total Benefits Municipality
91,7 millionEuro

Source: Decisio, basedon CBS data & Company register South-Holland

** Total Costs:
Personel 26%
Grants 17%
Spatial Development 24%
Maintenance 29%
Acquisition 3%

*** Job distribution:
40-50% vocationaleducation
50-60% highereducation

EmploymentSouth of Holland
(ecxlLBSP) EmploymentCity of Leiden
(ecxlLBSP)
EmploymentLBSP
EmploymentThe Netherlands(ecxlLBSP)



Absolute difference 
growth of jobs in the 
sector compared to the 
Netherlands



Growth in patent 
applications



470 Companies



What makes us unique 
as an ecosystem?



It all started 
at the Hortus 
Botanicus





A hub built on Talent & Knowledge
A hub of collaboration across educational and industry spectrum, driving high-quality research and 
development in health and well-being.



Knowledge & talent



Biotech Training Facility is a training facility center where pharmaceutical 
training is given in an actual, real-life production environment. The facility can 
also be used as a pilot plant for testing equipment and processes. 

At Biotech Training Facility you learn about pharmaceutical production 
and quality using Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP). No boring dry 
texts but a real-life experience. Because learning by doing is the best 
way to go.



Research & culture

Together, these musea attract over 600.000 visitors
every year, including future scientists



From nurturing startups To supporting the established

A powerhouse of employment and 
innovation in Life Sciences and Health 
(LSH), featuring a blend of major 
corporations and vibrant startups.



Innovation & Valorisation



Businesses



Businesses

80% 
started on the park





Cell & Gene Therapy
Startups like Biotactical and Amarna Therapeutics, along with big 
names like LUMC, NecstGen, BMS, and Galapagos, are advancing 
cell and gene therapy, transforming patient care with these novel 
treatments.



A public-private continuum for cell and gene therapy.

Leiden university medical center

Biotech training facility

Center Human Drug  Research

Necstgen

5 x Biopartner incubator

First in man studies

14 cleanrooms for prototyping
100 stem cell researchers (reNEW)

ATMP training



And an international hub for Cell &Gene 
therapy manufacturing.

Janssen

Brisol Myers Squibb

Galapagos

2 x CDMO manufacturing 
organisations:

Halix
Batavia

EU manufacturing CAR-T

WW manufacturing vaccines, 
antibodies CAR-T

KIte

WW manufacturing  CAR-T



Vaccines & Infectious Disease
Companies like Janssen Vaccines and Batavia Biosciences are 
leading the way in vaccine innovation and crafting solutions to 
protect global health and pandemic preparedness.



Diagnostics & Technical Innovation
Startups like VitroScan, Rapidemic offer new innovative 
diagnostics and Mimetas  developed clinically relevant organ-on-
a-chip models to disrupt treatment efficacy evaluation.



Prevention & Lifestyle
New companies like MyMicroZoo and dHealthIQ and initiative 
like  the Leiden Healthy Society Center are changing 
prevention and lifestyle, aiming to enhance well-being through 
innovative health strategies





Regional & national 
ecosystem









Unlocking the full 
economic and 

societal potential 
of Dutch pharma

Accelerating novel 
cancer treatments 

topre-clinical 
phasethrough 

shared 
infrastructure

Regenerative 
medicine crossing 

borders

Translating 
biotechknowledge 

into innovations

Data driven 
Health: connect, 
Share andReuse

Makinghigh-tech 
equipment fora 

myriadof 
applications, 

includingmedtech

Developing an AI-
ecosystem for AI 

innovations

Strongly linked in excellent (inter)national networks Large 
National R&I programs (NL Growth Fund)



NecstGen

The Netherlands Center for the Clinical Advancement of Stem 
Cell and Gene Therapy(NecstGen).

At NecstGen, we offer process development solutions, 
contract preclinical/ GMP manufacturing and cleanroom 
rental for Cell and Gene Therapies to clinicians, academic, 
small, medium, and large commercial organisations 
worldwide. We have a focused expert team and bespoke 
facility to offer you the support and capacity needed to 
deliver your therapy to patients.

We enable the next generation of therapies by translating 
research programs into health solutions for patients.



NeCEN

The Netherlands Centre for Electron Nanoscopy (NeCEN) is 
the open access research facility for high-end cryo-electron 
microscopy in The Netherlands.
It offers research institutes and companies, both Dutch and 
international, access to advanced cryo-electron microscopy 
and expertise. The cryo-electron microscopes at NeCEN are 
specifically designed to explore complex biological structures 
and are used by researchers from academia and industry.

Services: 
• Sample preparation
• Equipment and lab
• Pre screening
• Data collection
• Techniques
• Results
• Data processing
• Training



The Netherlands has dozens of 
campuses and science parks spread 
throughout the country. 

Leiden Bio Science Park is part of the 
Top 10 largest and most important 
Dutch science parks.



1. Optics and integrated fotonica
2. Quantum
3. Green chemical productionprocesses
4. Biotechnology focused on molcules and cells
5. Imaging
6. (Opto)mechatronica
7. (AI) en data
8. Energymaterials
9. Semiconductors
10.Cybersecurity

National technology 
strategy



European Commission: 
Key Enabling Technologies

1. Advanced manufacturing
2. Advanced materials
3. Life-science technologies
4. Micro/nano-electronics and photonics
5. Artificial intelligence
6. Security and connectivity

Europe prioritises research and Innovation support for 
these 6 broad Key Enabling Technologies (KETs)



Building the ecosystem 
and innovation district 



Hardware & Orgware

We facilitate 
serendipity



High Tech Innovation Successes

25% Technological 
knowledge and R&D

75%

Social Innovation

• Sharing knowledge
• Working together
• Applying Knowledge



Hardware
• Facilities
• Ground
• Buildings

Orgware

Combination of sharing, 
meeting & connecting.

• Community management
• Business development
• Marketing & acquisition
• Knowledge Development
• Talent Development



Hardware











Leiden University 
a European Bioimaging 
Hub

BP4

BP5

BP 1 & 2 

BP3

Cell Observatory

Leiden City 
Center

BioMedicalMetabolomics
Facility Leiden

5 BioPartner Startup Hubs

Multiple Scale-up &  multi-tenant buildings

Hospital,  University &  education
locations

Shared Research & 
Development Facilities

Hotspots on the LBSP



Future developments of our Innovation District



Orgware  



Community Example: TechTalks



Life Sciences Café



Unlock your Talent



Unlock your Talent 2



40 Years LBSP









Let's stay connected 
and strengthen our 
collaboration.

On behalf of
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